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Background
Torchit, ‘Saarthi’ is an innovative product which can be used to sense the
surroundings by the visually impaired people, which will help them in navigating
into their dark world. Saarthi can be attached to the white cane and the user will
be able to sense the obstacles through feedback in the form of a buzzing sound
and vibrating sensations. A powerful battery and microcontroller have been used
to make it more effective and long lasting with the availability of three accurate
ranges. The user can use the device with a cane to find directions & obstacles in
unfamiliar territories, whilst the device can be used independently in familiar
regions for obstacle detection.
Vision: Our aim is the formation of a better community / platform for our
specially-abled friends, where they will feel much more comfortable, more
confident and will hence become more social. A platform for the differently abled
will not only make them more confident of their abilities but will also increase
their openness towards social interactions.

Objective of the Seminar
To train the participants in using the Saarthi device and imparting skills to be an
effective trainer in their respective districts, across the state.

Day 1
Opening ceremony
The seminar started by welcoming the special guests present at the
occasion which included Shri Dr. Bhushan Punani (Executive Secretary, BPA), Mr.
Gagan Mehta ( Retd. Professor), Dr. Homiyar Mobedji (Asia and Africa head,
Benetech), Dr. Prashant Verma (Hony. Secretary NAB Delhi).
Guest lecture by Dr. Homiyar Mobedji on Why Mobility is important
The lecture focused on the need for the community leaders, organizations
and people to adapt to new technologies and means of learning to make
themselves self reliant and more employable.
Guest Lecture by Dr. Prashant Verma on Technology as a helping hand –
Assistive Devices
The lecture focused on the upcoming advancements in the field of assistive
technologies where the participants were introduced to a variety of new
technologies.
Lecture by Dr. Ranchhod P Soni on Technological assistance for the visually
impaired
An inspiring talk about the achievements of the visually impaired people
and how every challenge can be overcome with the technological assistance
available in the present day.
Lecture by Mr. Hunny Bhagchandani about Torchit and Saarthi device
A brief introduction about the company and the device, including its
features and usefulness for the visually impaired people.
Experience Sharing by Dr. Dilip Shah about using Saarthi regularly
Dr. Dilip shared his experience about using Saarthi regularly and how it has
helped him to navigate freely while avoiding collisions.

Day 2
Introduction to training by Dr. BK Panchal
The participants were trained and informed about the basics of orientation
and mobility and trained for basic mobility using a white cane. After this they
were further trained in using the Saarthi Device.
Training by Ms. Vidhi and Mr. Hitesh
The participants were exposed to a variety of scenarios where they had to
navigate through the obstacle course blind folded using the Saarthi device.
Closing Ceremony
The participants were given certificates as a proof of them being certified Saarthi
device trainers by special guest Mr, Bhaskar Mehta (Ex President NAB)
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